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Drinking ■ Tear. 


BY ADA M. SIMPSON. 

Yen, bovs I will drink with you, 

If yon'll let me name the draught^ 
And a better drink than I order, Jim, 

Sure was never quaffed. 
Do vou wty, "Trust me for that?" Be ewe 

Then, don't demur, 
And we'll take now, Mr. Landlord, 

Some p'ire cold water, sir. 

I see you look astonished ; well it ie 

Natural quite, 
That you should be surprised 

Since what occurred last night. 
But, boys, 1 am in earnest, and I swear, 

Let what will come, 
There never again shall pass my lips 

The poisonous, damning rum. 

It may seem strange to you, boys, 

So hear me say this now. 
When you know I have joined in with you 

In many a drunken row. 
But I took a drink last night, boys, 

Which pierced me like a dart, 
But it routed the man within rac, 

And ,u. lied my frozen heart. 

I will tell you how it was, boys. 

You remember well, I know, 
The jolly, boisterous spree we had 

Not twenty hours ago. 
And you thought it a joke when you left me there, 

Lying close to the wagon track, 
In a state not quite convenient 

For finding my own way back. 
Wheu I awoke the moon shone bright, 

And showed to me the lace 
Ol Jennie, my wife, you know, I saw 

.Round her eyes a trace 
Of tears she ha'd shed for me ; 

But at first I didn't mind, 
For since I took to drinking, 

I havn't been too kind. 

She had dragged me from the duBty road 

To a grassy plot close by, 
And there she had sat and watched all night, 

With no shelter but tne sky. 
Hei face betokened deep despair, 

But she spoke no word of blame, 
To the brute who had broken his marriage vows. 

And covered her life with shame, 
When I called for a drink she quickly arose, 

And hurried away to bring 
A cooling drought in a little cup 

From a friendly wayside spring. 
As she turned her head to hide them, 

I saw a teardrop fall 
1 nto the cup she gave me, 

But I took and drank it all. 

1 drink her teai-bl God ! have I 

Come to this ? I said ; 
Ie it with her heart's sorrow 

My appetite is fed? 
Was it for such a life as this 

She gave me her wedding* kiss V 
Must I bring her shame and dishonor 

In exchange for such love as thiB ? 

I never felt such pain, boys, as that 

Teardrop's burning smart, 
And I swore off, right then and there, 

And sign.-d the pledge in my heart. 
So, boys, you need not urge me, 

For I say, lot what will come, 
There never again snail pass my lips 

The poisoning, damning rum. 

— Temperance Jtecord. 


heart, thiB line fence between the two great divis- 
ions of mankind has become very crooked. The 
Lord made a plain, straight fence, but man has 
tampered with it and removed the old land markB. 
"The church" has intruded upon the territory of 
"the world." And then, on the other hand, por- 
tions of "the world" are penetrating into the terri- 
tory of "the church." I do not think that I can 
better illustrate the present state of affaire, than 
by considering "the church" as a vast enclosure, 
surrounded by a fence. All territory outside of 
this fence is "the world." But the line has become 
very crooked, and has taken Bomewhat of the shape 
of what ie familiarly known as a worm fence : thus : 

TUB CHURCH. 



A Few Words on Christian Fencing. 


BT NUSAM. 

God has placed a very plain, straight line be- 
tween the church, and that portion of humanity 
which is termed "the world." By "the church," 
we usually mean those that are professors of re- 
ligion, and who have united with one or the other 
of the existing, organized bodies of professing 
Christians ; and "the world," consequently is un- 
derstood to include those who are not members of 
any Christian sect. We all know, of course, that 
there are bodieB of men, professing Christianity, 
who are so narrow in their opinions, and ao right- 
eous in their own estimation, that they proclaim 
themselves as "the church," to the exclusion of 
all others. But in giving these definition!, we 
pay no attention to the assertions of bigots and 
Pharisees, but will consider them in the general 
acceptation of the term. 

JJow through the weaknesses of the human 


THE WORLD 

We have professing Christians who have pene- 
trated beyond the Lord's line, and consequently 
had to fix the fence to suit them. On the other 
hand, men with good intentions and exalted views 
have from the out side penetrated into the territory 
of "the church',' but their further progress bat* 
been stopped by the insurmountable barriet before 
them. The diagram shows the relative position 
of both. From "the church" side we find people 
pushing out so far as their self-made fence will per- 
mit them — these are represented by the letter C. 
Then from "the world" side others are pressing 
inward, ana* go as far as they can — and are repre- 
sented by the letter W. 

There are several applications to this fact, C 
may apply, to those who have gnne beyond the 
limitations of the Gospel in worldly pleasures and 
camel indulgences ; and of course to hold them as 
members and Christians, the fence had to be fixed 
in that zig-zag fashion. W will apply to well- 
meauiug, benevolent, honest men who do much, 
and sometimes more than many professing Chris- 
tians, for the good of mankind. 

Then again, the uuconvf rted heart of man is very 
selfish. Even after conversion, we find this old 
failing a great barrier to our living up to tin 
standard of Gospel piety. Whenever we pander 
to this selfishness, even in the least degree, it 
must cause us to deviate Irom the line of duty and 
intrude upon the territory of "the world." If "the 
cnurch" had only left the fence as the Lord had 
made it, then to go beyond the limitations oMJod's 
law, they would have to climb over. But unfor- 
tunately "the church" has given way to the weak- 
nesses of man by legislating a removal of the old 
land marks. We see this in the very questionable 
practices that are winked at, tolerated, and in 
come instances, insisted upon by "the church." 
Under this head of questionable indulgence we 
may place church fairs — turning the Lord's house 
into a house of merchandise; church gambling, un- 
der the more innocent name of milling and prize- 
purchases ; and indulgences of a kindred nature, 
that have not the least tendency to increase the 
piety of mankind. 

In all of these cases the object is to raise mon- 
ey or gain popularity with those who are opposed 
to Christianity. Nominally, and I suppose, truly, 
the funds raised are to liquidate the debts and ex- 
penses of "the church." But, really, is not stingi- 
ness and selfishness at the bottom of it? To save 
their own pocket-books, they are thus willing to 


we most not overlook. There is another class of 
church people, who, although they would hot be 
guilty otsuch flagrant violations Of true Christian 
piety as the above, yet are they none the less found 
in the outward corners of selfishness. I have 
singled out selfishness, because this sin is more or 
less the cause of all deviations from the path of 
Christian duty. Pride and Hypocrisy are only 
modifications of selfishness. When we find men 
who have such j good opinion of their own vir- 
tues, that in their own estimation, they tower 
above their fellow Christians in piety, and have 
gotten so far along in their vanity, that they re- 
morselessly condemn all who do not agree with 
them, and treat them as outcasts and heathens ; 
they have the symptoms of the worst kind ot pride 
— a radical, sectarian pride. Yon can find this 
class away down in the lowest of the C corners. 
Selfishness in its worse form rankles in the heart, 
so that they cannot treat their fellows with justice. 
When atinginess is so prominent, that it will 
condemn all institutions for the dissemination and 
building up of truth that may possibly cost them 
a little trouble or money, the church fence must 
be shifted around to a very uncomely shape to in- 
clude them. 

When bigotry or covelousness causes us to op- 
pose the means within our power for the salvation 
of our fellow men, we are getting beyond the 
Lord's line. These two giant sins are not found 
within the fence God built around the church ; and 
therefore to get them in, the lines must be chang- 
ed. Because conferences will legislate so that 
these indulgences are tolerated and endorsed, does 
not make them right. The Gosiicl lines cannot be 
changed by the unanimous voice of any body of 
men. 

In due coui-bc of time thee lines will be recti- 
fied. When Infinite Justice comes and straight- 
ens out this fence, on what side of it will you be 
fonnd ? The matter will then stand thus : 
THE OHUHCll 
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THK WORLD 

Many will be found In the W corner, who were 
prevented from getting into the inclosure, through 
the barriers placed there by thoBe who ought to 
know better. When the Lord straightens things 
out, the W's may be found inside, while the others 
— but we will let the diagram explain it. Breth- 
ren do not hug the fence too close on the wrong 
side. Keep out in the middle as far as you can. 


rceort to very doubtful expedients, and compromise 
their Christian profession. And as for the church 
gambling, we need not enter into a discussion as 
to whether it is right or wrong. Common senBe, 
regulated by only a small portion Christian piety 
will decide that. Gambling whether in "the 
church" or "the world" is a strong appeal to the 
avarice of the human heart. ThoBC who occupy 
the W corner in the above diagram will always 
condemn such things. The Lord does not ask of 
us any more than we can afford or are able to pay. 
To permit our expenses to be greater than our 
means, whether in a church or an individual is ru- 
inous, and contrary to common sense and honesty, 
and will inevitably lead an into temptatioD. 

There is another feature in this selfishness that 


A Level-Headed Chinaman. 
The Chinese Minister has been talking to his 
countrymen in America, and he seems to sense the 
situation quite as clearly as Bome of the whiskey 
drinking "furriners'; who are bo anxious to have 
the Chinese "go." Here are his words, which are 
worthy of the consideration of some of the baptized 
heathen on account of whose sins the name of God 
is blasphemed throughout the world. 

"The BtatUB of the Chinese in America is not 
what it ought to be, not what it is in European 
countries, and not what I feel confident it will be 
in the future. 1 have but few suggestions to, 
make. Keep out of A merie.au politics ; they aie I 
whirlpool in which the swimmer ib always drowned, 
and which the Americans understand just as little 
as you do. Attend to your business carefully and 
conscientiously, no matter how humble it may be. 
Let the citizens of this metropolis know how hon- 
est and capable our race is. They will find ere- 
long that, however superior they may be to us in 
war and machinery, we still can teach the art of 
in that morality and fair play which them lessons 
in the long run rule the world." 

— - : \ 

Reason should not regulate but supplement vir« 
tne. 

Liberalism is weak in this, that it does not 
recognize — what nature alike and the deep convic- 
tion of sin declare — a God of terror and for wrath. 
— Prof. Allek Howard. 


